Logic and Language

The Semantics/Pragmatics Distinction
What is the difference between semantics and pragmatics?
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Past Paper Questions

2006, 13: What is the best way of distinguishing the semantic from the pragmatic?
2007, Q11: Can semantics be sharply distinguished from pragmatics?

2008, Q21: How do semantic and pragmatic factors interact?

2009, Q3b: Is there a clear distinction between what a sentence literally says and what it
conversationally implicates?

2011, Q8: How, if at all, do we succeed in expressing a complete proposition using the
sentence “Jack is ready”?

2011, Q9a: How, if at all, can conversational implicatures be distinguished from literal
content?

2012, Q5a: What is the difference between semantics and pragmatics?

2013, Q9: Can a distinction be drawn between what is said and what is conversationally
implicated by a linguistic utterance? If so, how? If not, why not?



